HOW FRANCE BECAME A REPUBLIC

elections of February 1871 were held without preparation,
and so the country was taken unawares; it wanted no more
Bonapartists, who were responsible for the war and hence for the
defeat; nor did it want any republicans, whom it regarded as the advocates
of a resistance the majority considered idle. It voted for the old monarch-
ist candidates, for 'France's ancient nobility', hi order to cast its vote for
peace. The conservative majority was increased by this feeling, yet it
was, in fact, a very real feeling throughout the country. Out of six
hundred and fifty deputies, four hundred were legitimists or Orleanists.
* Country squireens, old chaps who had not been outside their chateaux
since 1830',* greeted one another in Bordeaux, along the Allies de
Tourny, and incensed the Bordeaux crowds by crying: *Long live the
King!' They already thought the restoration an accomplished fact.
'France has but to speak; it is God's hour', the Count of Chambord wrote
to them. *We are people restored to health after having been given up
by all the doctors', wrote the Duchess de Noailles; Ve need to convince
ourselves of our health, and shout at the top of our voices/ After such an
electoral defeat, the republicans likewise felt the need of convincing
themselves that they were not dead, and bellowed their scorn for 'an
assembly of rustics'.

Why did not this monarchist majority set up a monarchy? First,
because it was divided. The two branches of the royal family had reached
no agreement; the two pretenders, the Count of Chambord (legitimate
branch) and the Count of Paris (Orleans branch) worked against each
other. Secondly, the monarchist party did not want to saddle itself with
the defeat; in 1815 the Bourbons had already once come in with the
foreigner's baggage trains; they had no wish that the King's first act in
1871 should be to sign a calamitous treaty. Hence the Assembly adjourned
the question of the form of government; yet as someone had to govern,
it appointed a 'head of the provisional government of the French Republic*
who could be no one else but Monsieur Thiers. This little old fellow,
with his conspicuous forelock, then possessed tremendous prestige;
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